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Figure 1: Vicinity map1 

 

Location: South and southeast of Carleton Island, Blue Hill Salt Pond, Blue Hill, Hancock County, 

Maine 

 

Purpose: Standard lease for the bottom culture of American/eastern oysters (Crassostrea virginica)  

 

Site Review by: Flora Drury and Cheyenne Adams 

Report Preparation by: Cheyenne Adams, Flora Drury, and Marcy Nelson 

Report Submitted: June 23, 2020 

 

  

                                                      
1All figures in this report were created in ArcMap version 10.6 using digitized NOAA Nautical Charts or geo-referenced aerial 

photographs provided by The Maine Office of GIS (orthoCoastalDownEastCoast2008). 
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Application Overview 

The applicant is requesting two tracts, totaling 7.01 acres2, for the bottom culture of American/eastern 

oysters (Crassostrea virginica) in the Blue Hill Salt Pond. Tract 1 is requested for 3.24 acres south of 

Carleton Island and Tract 2 is requested for 3.77 acres southeast of Carleton Island; the separation 

between the two tracts would allow for a navigation channel in the deeper water between them. 

American oysters (Crassostrea virginica) would be planted directly on the bottom of both tracts from 

mid-summer through late fall using a 24-foot Carolina Skiff or similar vessel. The applicant proposes 

harvesting 3-6 days/week with the use of divers, hand tools, or a maximum 3-foot wide dredge. 

Harvest operations would continue year-round, except during periods of ice formation in the pond. 

Predators of the American oyster, including starfish and crabs, would be controlled by divers, rakes, 

a small dredge, or crab traps. 

General Characteristics 

On May 14, 2020, Maine Department of Marine Resources (MDMR) scientists Flora Drury and 

Cheyenne Adams visited the proposed lease site via kayaks. MDMR staff arrived at Tract 1 at 

approximately 2:00 pm and Tract 2 at approximately 2:54 pm; the tide progressed from the late ebb 

to early flood stage during this time.  

Tract 1 occupies subtidal waters near the southern shoreline of Carleton Island in Blue Hill Salt 

Pond (Images 1-4 & 7). The sand beach and rocky shoreline of Carleton Island leads to an 

uninhabited, mixed forest upland. Blue Hill Neck is to the south and east (Image 5) and the open 

waters of Blue Hill Salt Pond are to the south and southwest (Image 6). To the west/southwest is an 

unnamed island owned by the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife that supports a 

bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nest (Image 8). Tract 2 occupies subtidal waters near the 

western shoreline of Blue Hill Neck, southeast of Carleton Island (Images 9-12). The Blue Hill 

Neck shoreline comprises a small gravel beach and an otherwise mixed rocky and muddy intertidal 

zone, with undeveloped, mixed forest uplands.  The Sedgewick and Blue Hill mainland shoreline is 

to the west (Image 13).  

  

                                                      
2 Applicant requested 7.25 acres. MDMR calculations, based on the provided coordinates, indicate the area is 7.01 acres. 
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Image 1. Looking west along the shoreline of Carleton Island from the proposed NE  

corner of Tract 1 (May 14, 2020). 

 

 
Image 2. Looking northwest toward Carleton Island from the proposed NE corner  

of Tract 1 (May 14, 2020). 
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Image 3. Looking north toward Carleton Island from the proposed NE corner  

of Tract 1 (May 14, 2020). 

 

 
Image 4. Looking east toward Carleton Island and Blue Hill Neck from the  

proposed NE corner of Tract 1 (May 14, 2020). 


